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The Early Years
Question 1
A reflection on the notions and discoveries as presented by Marcovitch et al. (1997) in their study, ‘Determinants of Behavioral Problems in Romanian Children Adopted in Ontario,’ reveals the intricacies and differences behind the comparable comparisons. Ultimately, the key take away is that a natural bond is created between the birth mother and their child from the point of conception all through the nine pregnancy months to the time when the baby first latches onto their mom. As such, when one is adopted as a child, it is only natural that there is a significant piece of the puzzle that is missing. With time, however, the caregivers who adopt the child can achieve almost the same kind of bondage as that exhibited between the birth mother and their child. 
Based on my personal life experience – growing up and interacting with friends who were from different kinds of adopted caregiving families, I believe that indeed both initially adoptive and birth parents may have the same clout when it comes to secure attachment. I, therefore, consider the findings of the study as more of reflecting some aspects of the institutionalization of babies rather than adoption in general. This is given the fact that the percentage comparisons do not include samples of those who are adopted at birth, i.e., the non-institutionalized infants. 
There are many issues and factors behind adoption decisions, whether institutionalized or not. For a family to decide and to take on the sole responsibility of an infant or a child that is not their own, they have to think about it – there are so many risks associated with such. This is the main reason why most families often pass on such options. Those who decide to take up adoption have considered all the issues and risks and by extension, will be willing to offer love and support just like the birth mom. 
It is, therefore, my personal belief that parents who adopt can also be equally responsive to the children just like birth mothers. The adopted child and their parents can equally show the same patterns of love and attachment as those with their biological parents. Barber (2009) highlights a study that can help with the clarification of the issue of secure attachment and the treatment of adoptive children. The study, which included even the non-institutionalized adoptions found out that not only is it possible to achieve the same level of secure attachment but also, adoptive households may even treat their children better and build stronger relationships. The adoptive parents are more likely to provide computers; they are more likely to be involved in personal life activities such as sports, eating together and so forth. To this end, the study falsifies the claim that parents may not treat kids whom they are not genetically related to as they would treat their own and that there are lower levels of secure attachment between adoptive parents and their children. 
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